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The Greenville Bar Association has enjoyed an active summer with 

the Law Clerk Luncheon and the Family Social.  The Greenville Bar 

welcomed Furman's New President, Rod Smolla, at the July 20 Law 

Clerk Luncheon where he proceeded to regale the attendees with an 

instructive and, dare I say, engaging lecture on an aspect of the U.S. 

Constitution.  I am sure I am not alone in wondering what my constitu-

tional law grade might have been were he my professor since he managed to speak of that 

topic in a fascinating way rather than the monosyllable droning on of the topic as it was 

first presented to me.  Judge Aphrodite Konduros and Judge Debra Faulkner had the good 

idea to submit his presentation for thirty minutes of CLE credit and this request was ap-

proved!!!  If you attended this luncheon, please send your SC Bar # to Melinda at gba-

rnews@charter.net so that you can receive your 30 minutes of CLE credit.  For your re-

cords, the CLE course # is 214772 with the title ñSummer 

Associate Luncheon.ò 

 

The First Family Social was also extremely well-attended 

much to my delight!  Over one hundred and twenty mem-

bers and their families enjoyed a night of dinner and base-

ball at the Greenville Drive.  I have enclosed a couple of 

pictures from the night in 

my article but encourage 

you to view all of the pictures from that night on our web-

site at www.greenvillecountybar.org.  I tried to catch eve-

ryone of you and your families for a photograph upon your 

arrival, and I apologize if  I missed any of you. 

 

Thank you Kimberly Howard for planning the luncheon, 

Courtney Atkinson for planning the family social, and Tara 

Prevatte of the Legal Staff Professionals of South Carolina(LSPSC) for handling the reg-

istration for the family social on the night of the event. 

 

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming Judges' 

Reception on September 22 and the Tommy Thoma-

son luncheon on October 26. 

 

Please forgive our summer break from the newsletter.  
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TOMMY THOMASON AWARD NOMINATIONS 
 

 Tommy Thomason was an amazing lawyer.  During his lifetime, he inspired many people.  And after 

his death, the Greenville Bar Association commemorates his life with the Award in his name.  The qualities 

emulated by Tommy Thomason are the qualities sought by the Award Committee.   

 

 If you know a lawyer who is 

Ċ compassionate and sensitive to all people regardless of their station in life 

Ċ friendly, unassuming, humble with a warm, genuine, and abiding faith in people 

Ċ dedicated to community interest, public service, and improvement of the community 

Ċ dedicated to the improvement of the legal system and justice for all people 

Ċ widely respected and admired by peers for personal and professional achievement 

If you know a lawyer who has 

Ċ strong personal values, optimism, and faith 

Ċ positive diplomacy that works to minimize conflict and to resolve disputes in the least 

hostile manner 

Ċ unshakeable integrity, coupled with an instinct for fairness  

If you know a lawyer who 

Ċ loves the practice of law and pursues the practice as a service to people 

 

 Please submit your nominations with a description of ways your nominee exemplifies these ideals 

of the late Tommy Thomason to gbarnews@charter.net or Greenville County Bar Association, Post Office 

Box 10145, Greenville, South Carolina 29603.   

 

Deadline for submissions: September 15, 2010. 

 

 

Need a Mediator?  Call 
 

Carolina Mediation Services  
 

James C. Williams Jr 

Retired S.C. Circuit Court Judge 

òLet my experience work for youó 

 

1703 Keowee Lakeshore Drive 

Seneca, S.C. 29692 

 

www.CarolinaMediationService.com 

 

803-533-8000            

jwiljrj@netscape.net 

 

South Carolina Legal Services 

(SCLS) now allowed to seek and  

receive attorneysõ fees 
 

A guest article By Kirby Mitchell 
 

The 1996 statutory and regulatory prohibition on Legal 

Services Corporation (LSC) funded (òlegal aidó) law 

firms such as SCLS claiming, collecting, and retaining 

attorneysõ fees was lifted earlier this year.  Thus, SCLS 

is now seeking attorneysõ fees in appropriate 

cases.  Last month, an SCLS attorney was awarded at-

torneyõs fees in a successful Simpsonville Magistrate 

Court security deposit recovery action filed by SCLS on 

behalf of a tenant against a landlord.  Also last month, a 

Greenville County Circuit Court Judge awarded SCLS 

attorneyõs fees on behalf of a client SCLS successfully 

defended in a consumer collection case.   

 

SCLS is a state-wide law firm providing legal assistance 

and representation to low-income South Carolinians in a 

wide variety of civil cases.  SCLS receives funding from 

a variety of sources, including the federally-funded LSC, 

local United Ways, and the S.C. Bar Foundation.  For 

more information about SCLS, please go to: 

www.sclegal.org.  

http://www.sclegal.org
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Takin' It to the Streets  
  

 
The South Carolina Bar Board of Governors is interested in 

hearing from members of the Greenville Bar.  Board members 

and Bar staff will be traveling to Greenville to hear whatõs on 

the minds of lawyers in various communities, to include 

Greenville.  The meetings will be small gatherings of Bar 

members.  You will have an opportunity to advise the Bar rep-

resentatives whatõs working, what can be improved, whatõs 

being overlooked.  The Bar representatives will spend a few 

moments on topics likely to be on the minds of Bar mem-

bers.  Please be on the lookout for notice of this meeting, and 

alert Melinda Davidson if you have an interest in attending at 

gbarnews@charter.net or 864-757-1550. 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Greenville County Bar 
 

JUDGES RECEPTION 
 

September 22 

5:30-7:30pm 

Poinsett Club 

 

Summer Associate Luncheon 

 Approved for 1/2 Hour 

 CLE CREDIT!!!! 

 
The Greenville County Barõs Summer Associ-

ate Luncheon held on July 21 with President 

Smolla has been approved for 1/2 hour of CLE 

credit!!  If you attended this luncheon, please 

send your SC Bar # to Melinda Davidson at 

gbarnews@charter.net as soon as possible.  

The list of attorneys attending this event will 

be faxed to the Commission on CLEs on Au-

gust 20. 

 

For you records, the CLE Course number is 

214772 and is titled òSummer Associate 

Luncheonó   
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FAMILY COURT LIAISON COMMITTEE REPORT 
May 28, 2010 

Attention Attorneys: 

 

1. As to the new support form, the Clerkõs office would appreciate your help in getting these forms completed and 

filed with the applicable orders.  However, they will file your orders even if this form is not signed.   These forms are 

available to you at the Clerkõs office and in the courtrooms if you wish to fill this out when both parties are present.  

Please try to have this form filled out as completely as possible and bring this form with you to the motion hearing so 

that it can be signed at that time.  If you have a pro se litigant that cannot be located to sign the form, the Clerk will 

still file your order with the form unsigned.  If the pro-se litigant appears in the courtroom ask the Judge for help in get-

ting your form signed.  The support form still needs to be attached to most orders even if support is not ordered through 

the Court, etc. Also, the Clerk will accept the form with the last four digits of the requested social security numbers. 

 

2. Please be advised that up to two ò608 creditsó are now available to certified family court mediators  who volun-

teer to mediate for the òDSS mediation programó that is beginning again.  These are typically scheduled on Fridays at 

9:30.   The mediators will now have a back up case to mediate in the event the first case settles.  If you are interested 

in being a volunteer mediator, please call Angie with Judge Verdinõs office for more information. 

 

3. The court has implemented a block schedule for DSS First Call Merits cases held on Tuesdays.  Previously, 

each case was set for a time certain for 15 minutes.  Now, several cases will be scheduled in each block of time.  The 

blocks are: 1) 9:30 to 11:00; 2) 11:00 to 12:30; 3) 2:00 to 3:30; and 4) 3:30 to 5:00.   The purpose of the block schedule 

is to allow those cases that have agreements to go first in putting the agreement on the record, while the other cases 

can use the time to continue to negotiate a possible agreement.  If there is no agreement, the case will be set for a 

contested trial on a subsequent Thursday. 

  

 The next Family Court Liaison meeting will be September 17, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room in the 

Judgeõs Hallway.  Anyone who is unable to attend these meetings but has issues they would like addressed may con-

tact: Christine M. Howard (282-8575). 


