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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

 

¶ June 8-10: Intro-

ductory Media-

tion Training 

 

¶ June 30: 1st 

Annual Family 

Social 

 

¶ July 21: Summer 

Luncheon w/ 

President 

Smolla 

 

¶ December 8: 

Christmas Party  
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òIf I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.ó  
Isaac Newton (1642-1727) 

 
As many of you already know, long-time attorney and Greenville Bar mem-

ber Leo Hill passed away unexpectedly on April 21, 2010.  The Greenville 

Bar extends our deepest sympathies to his family, including Judge Gary 

Hill, son of Leo Hill.  Greenville Bar Member Brian Murphy emailed me 

upon learning of Leo Hillõs passing, stating, ò[i]n our entire careers, we 

encounter few giants like Leo Hill in our time.  We have lost our way if we 

do not go all out to recognize their contributions.ó  His point being duly 

noted, I set out to gather comments from some of the members of the Bar and share them 

with you in memory of a pillar in our legal community. 

 

Jeff Merriam described Leo Hill as the òDean of the Baró when acknowledging Mr. Hill as the 

2006 recipient of the DuRant Distinguished Public Service Award.  Jeff went on to say, òLeo is 

among the very best lawyers in our state and is recognized as preeminent in many fields. He 

has been a leader of the Bar having served as President of the State Bar and was instrumental 

in the formation of the legal services agencies and the South Carolina Public Defenders sys-

tem. Leo has been practicing law in Greenville for over 50 years. I first met him 30 years ago 

when I came to Greenville to begin my practice.  From the first time I met him I have been 

struck by how much he enjoys the practice of law. That enthusiasm continues until this day. To 

Leo the practice of law is not just a way to earn a livelihood, it is an honorable and proud way 

of life. He is the ever zealous advocate, but has the wonderful ability to disagree without being 

disagreeable. I think any lawyer who has had a case with Leo will say that he or she learned 

something about the law, and maybe a little bit about themselves. We would all do well to try 

to emulate Leoõs zest for the law and his love of life.ó 

 

Brian Murphy described Leo Hill thusly: 

 

The story has been told of the English socialite who, on separate occasions, had the 

opportunity to dine with two legendary former prime ministers:  William Gladstone and 

Benjamin Disraeli.  When asked to compare the experiences, she remarked:  "When I 

was with Mr. Gladstone, I was convinced that he was the most fascinating person in 

the world. With Mr. Disraeli, I was convinced that I was the most fascinating person in 

the world." 

 

Leo Hill not only shared Disraeliõs gift but, more importantly, he never reserved it for 

socialites or persons of prominence.  He was just that way with everyone.  Mr. Hill 

could always tell a story to make you laugh, but he never told a òwar storyó to illustrate 

how skillful or clever he was.  He didnõt drop names, or ever try to best you in a conver-

sation.  His only desire, it seemed, was to know how you were doing and to learn more 

about you. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mr. Hill received every professional honor imaginable during this life.  He long ago achieved more than most 

of us could hope to in several lifetimes.  Yet, he never wanted to stop serving.  And happily, for newer gen-

erations of lawyers, he never stopped sharing his gift. 

 

Chip Price said of Leo Hill, òLeo was truly the ôreal dealõ-great lawyer, good friend to all, always willing to help young 

attorneys, and always had a hugely bright smile on his face. Leo was ALWAYS kind and civil to everyone whether 

attorney, litigant, court employee, or whomever.ó 

 

Thank you from the entire Greenville Bar to Mr. Leo Hill for his contributions to our legal community.  He 

clearly set an example for all of us to emulate in our daily lives as well as our law practices.  Mr. Hill certainly clearly 

understood the value of service to others. Leo Hill will not be forgotten, as this exceptional commentary regarding 

his character from his fellow Greenville Bar members indicates. 

(Continued from page 1) 

1st Annual  

Greenville Bar Association  

Family Social  
 

 

Bring your family and enjoy a night  
 with friends, food and baseball!!  

 
 

June 30  
6:30 pm until end of  game  
Greenville Driveõs Fluor Field 
$7 per person  
(includes game ticket, dinner and beverages)  

 
 
 
Please RSVP to Melinda by June 23 at gbarnews@charter.net or 
757-1550 and specify how many adults and how many children 
will be in your party.  (Children will receive a special treat)  

 
 

 



 

 

CARING COMMITTEE 
 

 

If you know of an attorney who is ill, has 

surgery, has a death in the family, has a 

baby or has some other event in their life, 

please notify the Caring Committee at 

gbarnews@charter.net  
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THANK YOU!!!! 
 

Thank you to the Emily Whitney, Chair of Law Week Committee, and her committee, Cameron òBozzieó Boggs, 

William M. Wilson, II, Karen Crane, Monty Desai, Dan Farnsworth, Jr., and Zandra Johnson, for making Law 

Week 2010 such a success. 

 

Thank you to the committee members, led by Bozzie Boggs, who organized this yearõs Frank Eppes Memorial 

Golf Tournament.  SPECIAL THANKS TO THIS YEARôS PLATINUM SPONSOR, THE DICK JAMES LAW FIRM !!  

 
This event raised $2900 for The Samaritan House!  I think that is the largest amount ever raised at this event! 

 

Thank you also to the attorneys who volunteered for the Wills Clinic at Senior Action.  This was a service event 

that was revived this year and 32 seniors were assisted:  Julie Anders, Maggi Fields Bailey, Clark Price, Jason 

Halliburton, Verne McGough, Ron Barbare, David Hartman, John Devlin, Jr.,  David Yokel, Seth Swan, Karen 

Crane, Bill Lee, Bill Clarke, Beth Des Jardins and Sara Henry  

 

 

Need a Mediator?  Call 
 

Carolina Mediation Services  
 

James C. Williams Jr 

Retired S.C. Circuit Court Judge 

òLet my experience work for youó 

 

1703 Keowee Lakeshore Drive 

Seneca, S.C. 29692 

 

www.CarolinaMediationService.com 

 

803-533-8000            

jwiljrj@netscape.net 

 

SAVE THE DATE:           JULY 21, NOON 
 

SUMMER LUNCHEON  

Honoring Summer Interns and Law Clerks 
 

with Furman Universityõs New President 

Rodney A. Smolla as our speaker 

mailto:gbarnews@charter.net
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The Greenville County legal landscape has changed 

once again, and it is now òofficialó. Greenvilleõs Johnny 

Mack Brown, who  has been a part of the legal scene in 

this community for approximately 43 years, has left the 

office of United States Marshall . 

This past Friday, April 2, a group of well-wishers, includ-

ing a number of federal employees, said their fond good-

byeõs.  The Greenville County Bar joins them in saluting 

him on his career in law enforcement and wishing him 

well in his retirement.  

 

Johnny Mackõs roots in this community go way back. A 

graduate of U.S.C., he played football at Greenville High, 

and was All-State and a member of  the Shrine Bowl 

team his senior year.  Many lawyers in this area were 

not even born when Johnnie Mack began working as a 

state probation and parole agent in 1966. 

 

Later, in 1968, he took a position as an investigator in 

the Greenville County Solicitorõs office.  Back then, or 

perhaps we should say way back then, the Solicitorõs job 

was a part-time position.   The solicitor at the time was 

Tommy Thomason. Pete Partee was the assistant solici-

tor, and Sandra Hattaway was the legal secretary. 

Johnny Mac was the Circuit Court investigator and John 

Linder was the County Court investigator (Yes, there was 

a County Court back then!)  and the five of them were 

the whole show. 

 

When Tommy Thomason left the solicitorõs position, 

Johnny Mac stayed to work with Tom Greene for a year 

or two, then left to work with Tommy Thoma-

son  at  Love, Thornton, Arnold and Thomason, where he 

worked for a year  as a legal investigator after which he 

returned to the solicitorõs office and started the pretrial 

program, around 1974. 

 

He was with the solicitorõs office for about two years, 

after which he ran for sheriff in 1976. He served in that 

capacity for 24 years. During that time he was elected 6 

times, 4 of them unopposed . Around 1982 he received 

his Masters Degree, in criminal justice, from USC. He 

has served as president of the S.C. Sheriffõs Association 

and in 1993 as President of the National  Sheriffõs Asso-

ciation.   In November 2002 he was appointed to serve 

as United States Marshall , and has served admirably. 

Guest Article by William T. Clarke 


