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PRESIDENTõS ARTICLE 

By Christine Gantt-Sorenson 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

 

¶ February 12, 

2010:  òYear-

Endó CLE 

Looking back to  

January: 
 

January was rightfully 

overshadowed by our 

concern for Haiti and 

t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n 

brought on by tragedy 

for which we extend 

our continued prayers 

and support. 

 

January also brought good news as the 

Durant Distinguished Public Service Award 

was presented to G. Dewey Oxner, a long-

time member of the Greenville Bar Asso-

ciation, on January 22, 2010, at the South 

Carolina Barõs Annual Convention.  This 

award honors meritorious service to the 

law and the community, and is the highest 

award members of the bar can bestow on 

a fellow member.  Dewey also serves on 

the South Carolina Supreme Courtõs Com-

mission on Professionalism, co-Chairing 

with Justice John Kittredge.  Dewey has 

won many notable awards, including the 

Greenville Barõs Tommy Thomason Award, 

and achieved much over the years.   

 

Rather than recite those here, I will share 

my personal favorite compliments paid to 

Dewey by Chief Justice Jean Toal in the 

goal of advancing women attorneys in the 

legal profession, and Justice John Kit-

tredge in Deweyõs stellar work and innova-

tive ideas on the Committee for Profes-

sionalism.  Dewey was managing partner 

when I was hired at Haynsworth, Sinkler, 

Boyd, P.A., and it always impressed me 

that he took the time to personally hand 

deliver associate bonuses (back in the day 

before large associate bonuses mind you), 

thanking us for our hard work.  These days, 

I am always honored when he visits me in 

my office where he usually speaks of an-

other new idea for service to the legal 

community, a nice respite from a profes-

sion that has become sometimes more 

business-focused than law-focused.  

Dewey helps òbalance the scales.ó  We are 

blessed that he is a member of our local 

bar. 

 

As always in January, we reflect on the 

teachings of Martin Luther King, Jr., who 

reminds us that òinjustice anywhere is a 

threat to justice everywhere.ó  His teach-

ings are as pertinent today as they were in 

the 1960s ð equality is not achieved until 

we accept and respect those different 

than us. 

 

Looking forward to February: 
 

Plan to attend the year-end CLE on Febru-

ary 12, 2010, at the Carolina First Center.  

Speakers include Justice Beatty, Judge 

Konduras, and Judge Kinlaw.  The com-

plete agenda appears on pages 7 & 8 of 

the GBar newsletter for you review.  The 

program offers 2.5 hours of ethics credit 

and 6.5 hours of general credits.  For the 

first time, the program offers two separate 

tracts of education, one for corporate prac-

titioners and another for litigation attor-

neys.  As always, the CLE is very cost effec-

tive: the cost for members is $65, non-

members pay $75, those registering after 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

February 6 but before February 11 pay $85, and those 

waiting to register until the day of the CLE pay $100.  

The registration fee includes printed materials, conti-

nental breakfast and lunch.  What a great deal! 

(Continued from page 1)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caption:  Fernand Labelle vs. Billie Davis, Evon R. 

Hammett, Niemitalo Inc 

Case No. 2008-CP-23-8876 

Cause of Action:  Wreck 

Attorneys for Plaintiff: Ralph Gleaton 

Attorneys for Defendant:  Spencer King, Daniel Pat-

terson 

Verdict for the plaintiff in the amount of $1,090  

 

Caption:  Whiteyõs Auto Auction Inc. vs. Ben King d/

b/a Philbeckõs Used Cars 

Case No. 2008-CP-23-9043 

Cause of Action:  Debt Collection 

Attorneys for Plaintiff: Bill Bannister  

Attorneys for Defendant:  Joe Armstrong 

Verdict for the Defendant  
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òYEAR-ENDó CLE 
Carolina First Center 

February 12, 2010 

 
Registration and Breakfast 8:00 am, CLE at 8:30 am 

Breakfast, lunch and snacks included! 
 

Earn at least 6.5 hours of credit with 2.5 of that in ethics  

Litigation and Transactional Tracks 

Speakers include Justice Donald W. Beatty, Judge Alex Kinlaw,  

Judge Aphrodite Konduros, and Lee Coggiola 
 

Registration Fee: 

By February 5:  $65 members, $75 nonmembers 

Between February 6 and February 11:  $85 

Day of the Event:  $100  

 

View the agendas on our website:  www.greenvillecountybar.org 

 

To register, please email Melinda Davidson with your name and SC Bar # to 

gbarnews@charter.net or call 757-1550 
 

Job Opportunities 
 

 

 

Greenville, SC - Litigation firm is seeking two associ-

ates with experience in civil litigation and/or insur-

ance defense litigation.   One associate with 1-3 years 

experience and one associate with experience 

greater than 3 years.  Send resume to Managing Part-

ner, POB 6728, Greenville, SC  29606.  



 

Dority & Manning, P.A. announces that Neil M. Batavia 

has been elected a shareholder of the firm located at 55 

Beattie Place, Suite 1600, Greenville 29601.  864-271-

1592. 

 

The Charleston School of Law and the Riley Institute at 

Furman University will host a Crime & Punishment Sym-

posium which qualifies for 8 CLE credits, including 1 hour 

of ethics.  For more information, please go to 

www.charlestonlawreview.org 

 

The law firm of Gallivan, White & Boyd, P.A. announced 

the selection of H. Mills Gallivan as Best Lawyersõ 2010 

Greenville Workers' Compensation Lawyer of the Year.  

Greenville native H. Mills Gallivan is known for being de-

termined, thorough, and well-prepared.  These qualities 

have served him and his clients well during his 33 years 

as a civil defense trial attorney, mediator and arbitrator.  

They have also motivated him to take active leadership 

roles in professional and community organizations.     

 

Cari Hicks, Esq. would like to announce the opening of 

The Hicks Law Firm, LLC. The law firm specializes in do-

mestic adoption. All correspondence should be directed 

to The Hicks Law Firm, LLC, P.O. Box 3664, Greenville, SC 

29608.  

 

G. Dewey Oxner Jr., a noted trial attorney and Share-

holder Emeritus of Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, PA, received 

the 2009 DuRant Distinguished Public Service Award.  

This annual recognition by the South Carolina Bar Foun-

dation is the most prestigious statewide award members 

of the Bar can bestow on a fellow attorney. Oxner ac-

cepted the award at the South Carolina Barõs Annual 

Conventionõs plenary luncheon on Friday, January 22, 

2010, at the Kiawah Island Golf Resort.  Oxner, who 

served as President of the South Carolina Bar (2001-

2000), is recognized nationally for excellence in defense 

of medical malpractice, products liability and consumer 

litigation cases. He has served as a trial lawyer for more 

than four decades and successfully has tried more than 

100 cases to jury verdict.  

 

MOCK TRIAL 
Furman University will host the Carol N. Ney National 

Mock Trial Tournament, Friday-Sunday, 26-28 March, 

2010.  This is the second year that Furman has been se-

lected by the American Mock Trial Association (AMTA) as 

one of eight locations to host opening rounds of the na-

tional championship tournament.  Each of the 23 re-

gional tournaments will advance eight teams to an open-

ing round championship site.  The Ney National will host 

the teams advancing from the regional tournaments in 

Orlando, Chapel Hill, and Birmingham. 

 

This yearõs case, State of Midlands v. Jackie Owens, is a 

criminal matter.  Jacob Bennett, Jackie Owens, and Ca-

sey Maxwell joined forces to create Trifecta Entertain-

ment, a major movie studio. Trifecta was about to em-

bark on its most profitable year. But then Bennett went 

missing.  Police later discovered Bennettõs corpse buried 

at the base of Calkins Cliffs.  The Grand Jury has indicted 

Jackie Owens and Casey Maxwell charging that acting 

alone, together, or in complicity with others did purpose-

fully, knowingly, or extremely recklessly kill Jacob Ben-

nett, by shooting him.   

Professor Glen Halva-Neubauer of Furman University is 

the tournament host.  To run this tournament success-

fully, 144 judge slots must be filled.  Halva-Neubauer, 

therefore, seeks the assistance of all South Carolina Bar 

members to serve as judges for this event. 

 

The tournament is divided into four trials: Friday, 

the 26 th from 2:00-6:00 PM; Saturday, the 27th, from 

8:30 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-5:30 PM; and Sunday 

the 28 th from 8:30 AM-12:30 PM.  Lunch will be 

served on Saturday. 

 

To register as a judge, go to http://

www.furmanmocktrial.org .  Once you have accessed 

the site, click on the Judges Banner, which will take 

you to the registration form.   If you have questions, 

contact Paige Blankenship at (864) 294-3547 or via 

e-mail at Paige.Blankenship@Furman.edu. 
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   Estate Administration 

Services     
               

 

607 Abbey Road 

Easley, SC 29642 

Phone: 864-850-3043 

Cell: 986-918-2581 

Fax: 864-850-3470 

E-mail: 

ammestates@bellsouth.net 

 
 

 

Ann Marie 

Minerva 
Paralegal 

 

LEGAL SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

PROBATE PROCEEDINGS 

ANCILLARY PROCEEDINGS 

SMALL ESTATE PROCEEDINGS 

http://www.furmanmocktrial.org/
http://www.furmanmocktrial.org/
mailto:Paige.Blankenship@Furman.edu


 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE UPSTATE 

MEDIATION CENTER 
By Diane Smock, Executive Director 

 

 In 1999 when the South Carolina Supreme 

Court implemented mandatory mediation in selected 

courts throughout the state, it was on the cutting 

edge of the ADR movement. The result has been that 

many cases settle either during or soon after the me-

diation, thereby easing the courtsõ caseloads and sav-

ing litigants time and money.  Like many good ideas, 

a decade of promoting  mandatory mediation had an 

unintended consequence, however, in that parties 

with little or no financial resources now faced an ad-

ditional expense. Thus was born the Upstate Media-

tion Center, a not-for-profit, tax -exempt organization 

(completely dependent on funding from foundations 

and private donors) which provides mediation ser-

vices on a sliding fee scale based on income and 

which does not refuse services because of a personõs 

inability to pay. The maximum fee charged is $85 per 

hour.  The parties often do not have lawyers and are 

not familiar with the legal system. The UMC is unique 

in the upstate; in fact, the only other similar organiza-

tion in the state of South Carolina is located in Colum-

bia. 

 The UMC uses trained lay and attorney media-

tors, all of whom generously volunteer their time and 

expertise.  Due in large part to the current economic 

conditions, the demand for services has increased 

dramatically.  In the first six months of 2009, the 

UMC had served as many people as were served in 

the entire previous year. 

 The types of mediations offered at the UMC 

are as varied as the people who walk through the 

doors. In addition to court-mandated mediations, the 

UMC is implementing new programs addressing the 

needs of people facing challenges caused by in-

creased economic stresses. More information on 

these exciting developments will be featured in future 

issues of the G-Bar News. 

 If you are trained as a mediator, please con-

sider volunteering at the UMCñitõs a great way to get 

experience and help our community at the same time. 

Financial contributions of any amount are also 

needed and greatly appreciated.  

 For more information, visit the website at 

www.upstatemediation.com or call us at 

864.370.9771. We look forward to our nexpeaceful 

resolution of conflict in the Upstate!    

 

 

  FRONT OFFICE 

¶ All client & case information on one, easy to use 

screen 

¶ Management of all client documents 

¶ Digital document filing 

¶ Accurate time & cost control 

¶ Email & Diary management 

¶ Alerts, tasks and follow-ups 

¶ Mobile productivity ï info on the go 

¶ Integrates with Back Office 

¶ Attach all documents to your cases 

¶ Capture and bill more time 

¶ Many more time saving benefitsé.. 

BACK OFFICE  

¶ Time Accounting & Billing 

¶ Trust Accounting 

¶ Financial Statements 

¶ Firm & Client Disbursements 

¶ Payroll 

¶ Conflict Avoidance 

¶ Electronic Billing Formats 

¶ Productivity Reporting 

¶ Excel Pie or Bar Charts 

¶ Bank Account Reconciliation 

¶ Seamless interface from Front Office 

Much, much moreéé  

Morningstar Technology 
Corportation 
P.O. Box 622 
Simpsonville, SC 29681 

Call today for more information or to 
schedule a demonstration in your office!!  
You can have a paperless office today. 

www.caselode.com 

or call 

864-346-4486  

Open your mind to a better business process with CASELODE account-

ing, client and practice management software solutions!  You can take 

advantage of one or both (Front Office + Back Office = Total Office), and 

the integration between the two is seamless.  Boost your productivity 

and grow your business without increasing staff today!! 

http://www.upstatemediation.com/


 

Page 5 G-Bar News 

THE ôLEGAL AIDõ CORNER 
 

UPDATE ON ATTORNEY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNI-

TIES WITH LEGAL AID 
 

by: Kirby Mitchell 

Managing Attorney, SCLS ð Greenville office 

 

 Greetings!  South Carolina Legal Services (SCLS) ð 

also known as ôlegal aidõ ð is a state-wide law firm providing 

legal assistance and representation in a wide variety of civil 

legal matters to eligible low -income residents of South 

Carolina.  Here in Greenville, the local SCLS office is at 701 

South Main Street, in the heart of the West End (in the dis-

tinctive corner -style old American Bank building).  SCLSõs 

website (www.sclegal.org) has good information about this 

officeõs services, events, FAQs, etc. 

 

Since its inception in Greenville in 1967, Greenville 

bar members have always been among this legal aid officeõs 

strongest supporters, and this remains true today.  Rarely 

does a day go by without a direct referral of a potential cli-

ent to this office from a Greenville bar member or the clerk 

of court or a judgeõs office.  SCLS does have a state-wide 

toll -free intake number (888-346-5592), but the emer-

gency / urgent referrals can and should still be sent over 

here directly to this building.  This office also receives many 

donations of time, legal advice and expertise, money, legal 

publications and materials, volunteer hours, and even the 

occasional ôwar storyõ from a wide variety of Greenville bar 

members, and for that I am greatly thankful.  War stories 

involving SCLSõs General Counsel Tom Bruce remain the 

favorites. 

 

Many Greenville bar members participate in this officeõs 

Private Attorney Involvement (PAI) program.  This program is 

a great way for you to earn $65/hour representing a client 

we are not able to represent due to our limited staff and 

resources.  Please click on òBecoming a PAI Lawyeró at 

www.sclegal.org for more information on this very success-

ful private bar ð SCLS partnership program. 

 

 Recently SCLS has benefited greatly from private 

attorneys volunteering to work for SCLSõs Greenville office.  

In December 2009, The S.C. Access To Justice Commission 

profiled attorney Bradley Ridehoover, a deferred associate 

from Atlanta-based Kilpatrick Stockton LLP, who assisted 

our clients for 6 months in 2009 with his tax law and IRS 

e x p e r t i s e  ( h t t p : / /

scaccesstojustice.wordpress.com/2009/12/22/who -is-this

-man/ ).  Currently, Greenville private attorney Alex Paterra 

volunteers with us 2 days a week helping with intake inter-

views and case review meetings.  If you or any attorney you 

know has an interest and availability to volunteer, please 

call or e-mail me (kirbymitchell@sclegal.org; 679-3247). 

 On behalf of SCLS, I say: thank you to the Greenville 

Bar.  When you find yourself in the West End, please stop in 

and see us. 


